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PASS IT ON

N If you do you will be a part of a major public
~ campaign to raise awareness of, build support
for, and encourage involvement in, heritage in
w England and Wales. The whole heritage sector,
1, including the National Trust, English Heritage,

A Jthe Heritage Lottery Fund, the CBA and many
] other organisations are working together on this.

Central is the belief that history matters . A
« 'Y society out of touch with its past cannot have
N iy A1 R sconfidence in its future. History defines,
educates and inspires us. It lives on in the historic environment. The custodians of that past
will be judged by generations to come. We must value it, nurture it and pass it on.

That erudite wordsmith Stephen Fry launched the History Matters - passiton campaign
at The Orangery, Kensington Palace on July 3.

fe. . it i snot exactly political correctness

imaginatively the lives of our ancestors. Great and good men and women stirred sugar into thei
coffees knowing that it had been picked by slaves. Kind good
ancestors of all of us in this room never questioned hangings,
burnings, tortures, inequality, suffering and injustice that today
revolts us. If we dare to presume to damn them with our fleeting
ideas of morality then we risk damnation from our descendants | Metal Detector Finds
for whatever it is that we are doing that future history will judge | Steyning Museum
as intolerable and wicked: eating meat, driving cars, appearing | |Fa

on TV, visiting zoos, wh o k”l—ﬁ’oli’/‘*ﬁin’r)tyCth%,Gumjﬁrd’el@‘
own moral and ethical imperatives by each of us working them
out from first principles, we have inherited them and they were
born out of blood and suffering i as all human things, and
human beings are. This does not stop us from admiring and | Roman Road Abstracts Map 15
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praising the progressive heroes who got there early and risked | PartTime Study 16
their lives to advance causes we now take for granted. In the | Spotlight On 18
end, | suppose my point is that history is all about imagination | grants 20

rather than facts.
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Editors Notes:

§ Another packed issue, we hope you all enjoy. Please give us
some feedback, either letter or e - mail, to let us know whether
we O6hit the s-pudnd articles. Iftybu havehany | ay
ideas for i mprovement wedd be gl

From
CBA
South

QOoHi story Matterso. Keep an eye

your area. This is a very important campaign, which affects us

East

CBA South East

all, so support it if you can.

Annual Conference 2006

(in association with Surrey Archaeological Society)

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE WEALD
BRIDGE OR BARRIER?

4™ November 2006 Registration 10am

LIST OF SPEAKERS

Human presence in the Weald in the Mesolithic

Roman period

Late-lron Age and Roman@ritish

ironworking- some fresh perspectives

Who gave whom the right to settle where?

Early Medieval Wealden settlement

The Surrey Weaid in MikBaxon times

Saxon Landscapes in the Western Weald

The transfer of vernacular buiiding

techniques across the Surrey Weald

Richard Carter,
University of Sussex.
Chris Butler, Mid Sussex
Field Archaeology Team.

David Bird, formerly
County Archaeologist,

Surrey

Jeremy Hodgkinson

Weelden Iron research Gra

Judie English,

University of Sussex

Dennis Turner,
Surrey Archaeological

Society

Diana Chatwir,
Wealden Buildings
Study Group

Martin Higgins ,
Surrey County Council

Historic Buildings Officer

The conference will be held in the Palladian style
mansion, Gatton Hall, superbly sited in beautiful
Gatton Park - located conveniently close to
junctions 7(M23) and 8 on the M25 and Redhill
station is only 2.5 miles away (transport to Gatton
Hall will be arranged)

As there are no alternative easily accessible
catering facilities in the area CB3Ehas arranged
for coffee/tea and a two course lunch (various hot
and cold options including vegetarian) to be
included in the ticket price of only £15 for CBA
members and £17.50 for nomembers

Tickets obtainable from Eva & Steve Corbett,

4 Ditchling Close, Eastbourne, BN23 8LS or
chase@scorbett.co.k 01323 743889. A short
history of Gatton Hall and Park will be sent to all
ticket applicants.
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If you cannot imagine yourself wanting to riot
against catholic emancipation say, or becoming an
early Tory and signing up to fight with the Old
Pretender, or cheering on Prynne as the theatres
are closed and Puritani
IS not enough 7- if you cannot feel what our

ancestors felt when they

or indeed <cried O0Death

feel with them, then all you can do is judge them

and condemn them, or praise them and

over-adulate them. History is not the story of
strangers, aliens from another realm, it is the story of us had we been born a little earlier. History
is memory, we have to remember what it is like to be a Roman, or a Jacobite or a Chartist or
even i if we dare, and we should dare T a Nazi. History is not abstraction, it is the enemy of
abstraction.

| shall end with the bizarre but wonderful William Gerhardi, who wrote a polemical introduction to
his history of O6The Romanovsd, a f or e wfarious and
marvellously eccentric aphorisms. One paragraph reads: History must at last convince of the
uselessness of insensate mass movements riding roughshod, now as ever, over anonymous
suffering and claiming priority in the name of some newly-clothed abstraction. If it does not teach
that, it does not teach anything. It was appropriate to write that as he did in 1939, and it is

appropriate for us all to remember it today.O

The aim of History Matters - pass it on is to raise awareness of the importance of history to our
everyday lives and encourage involvement in heritage in England and Wales. The campaign
seeks to build public consciousness of the social value of our history and heritage in all their
forms and to find out more about why they matter to people.

History Matters - pass it on is a celebration and awareness raising initiative rather than a
political or threat-based campaign. It is timed to coincide with the ongoing debate about
nationality and identity, as well as important decisions about future levels of Government
investment in heritage.

What will it involve?

e Millions of people actively showing they care about history by wearing one of the 2.25 million
badges now entering circulation, or by logging on to www.historymatters.org.uk and declaring
their support.

e People filling in one of the four available History Matters postcards answering questions like
"What would you most like to pass on to your grandchildren™ or "Why does history matter to
you"; 1.4 million cards have been printed.

e The public voting for their favourite historic places by sending a text message to 07717
977777,

¢ Hundreds of events taking place to the end of the year across the country presenting
wide-ranging opportunities for the public to get involved and show their support for history.
Details will be unveiled during the course of the campaign.

The eminent historian, Dr. David Starkey, has summed it up "History is what makes us human: it
is collective memory and the country that has lost its sense of history has ceased to be itself."
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