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Roman Coin Hoard found in Snodland

t about 11am on Tuesday

26" September a quiet
day in the office at Kent County
Council was interrupted by a phone
call from Geo-Environmental B8
Limited who had just made ang.
interesting discovery in Snodland.
A team from the company were
mechanically excavating trenches
as part of a geo-technical survey on
a piece of land earmarked for a
housing development. The process
involved digging 2m deep trenches,
filling them with water and timing
how long it took the water to drain
away. In the second of four

trenches the team had, however, made a significant dlscovery As the JCB bucket was lifted out
of the trench there was fAda sound | i ke breaki

out of the bucket. On examination these proved to be Roman
copper alloy coins. Many fragments of pottery and tile were
also present, and more coins could be seen in the partially
excavated trench. Realising the potential significance of the
find, the team leader, Matt Bulmer, telephoned Kent County
Council 6s Heri tage Conserva
assistance.

Continued on Page 3

CBA South East

Annual Conference 2007

(in association with the Department of Classical

and Archaeological Studies, the University of Kent)

UNDER THE PLOUGH

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF TOPSOIL
See Pages 10 & 11
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News y— Editors Notes: | | |
-~ You may have noticed that the newsletter is a little later than
From - normal. It has been delayed so that we can bring you details
of the AGM and conference later in the year. Future issues will
CBA now be published in June and December. Please note the
& later deadline for copy.
South |

After the success of last years conference(s) in Surrey, this

Fast Steve Corbett | YEAr We move to Kent. The site for the conference is the old

Naval base of HMS Pembroke which is full of grade I & I

listed buildings, having visited the site | can say that the facilities offered by the University of Kent

are state of the art all of which promise to make it a wonderful conference, please see centre
pages for details.

THE WEALD: BRIDGE OR BARRIER?

The AGM and 2006 conference of CBA SE was held on 4™ November at Gatton Park in
Surrey. After John Mills (Chairman of CBA SE) had welcomed the audience and speakers the
conference began with a brief presentation by John Williams (County Archaeologist for Kent)
on the important English Heritage initiative to develop a research framework for the South
East. He was able to announce that a dedicated officer for this project would be appointed
early in 2007.

This was followed by a joint talk by Richard Carter (University of Sussex) and Chris Butler
(Mid Sussex Field Archaeology Team). Richard Carter spoke about the environmental
evidence available for the Mesolithic period in the South East and what could be deduced
about human occupation and use of the area, and Chris Butler followed with a study of what
the material culture of the Mesolithic South East can contribute to this.

David Bird (former County Archaeologist for Surrey) discussed the Roman use of the Weald
and the generally accepted view that it was a resource base, but asking if there had been a
Wealden community. Then Jeremy Hodgkinson (Wealden Iron Research Group) reviewed
the evidence for ironworking during the Iron Age and Romano-British periods with some
interesting statistics of the dates for several sites.

After lunch the AGM of CBA SE was held at which the reports of the Chairman and Treasurer
were tabled, and the members of the committee were re-elected for a further year.

Then Judie English (University of Sussex) spoke about the early medieval settlement of the
Weald discussing the evidence from Surrey and Sussex using place hame evidence. This was
followed by Diana Chatwin (Wealden Buildings Study Group) who used documentary
evidence as well as place names to look at the development of manorial divisions in the
Weald. Dennis Turner (Surrey Archaeological Society) then discussed some previous
theories about the early and mid Saxon settlement in the South East, saying that it was still a
work in progress.

Finally, Martin Higgins (Historic Buildings Officer, Surrey CC) presented a well illustrated talk
about the transfer of vernacular building techniques across the Weald using evidence obtained
from the Surrey Dendrochronology Project.

This was a well attended and indeed oversubscribed conference and the positive feedback led
the committee of CBA SE to repeat the conference in largely the same format during February
2007.
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In response to the phone call Wendy Rogers, the archaeological officer responsible for the Snodland
area and Andrew Richardson, the Finds Liaison Officer for Kent, were able to get to the site at short
notice, accompanied by Laura McLean from Maidstone Museum and Nigel Betts from the Mid-Kent
Metal Detecting Club. With assistance from two local volunteers they commenced a careful search of
the spoil heap and the area around the trench to recover any disturbed coins and associated finds.
Meanwhile the Geo-Environmental team excavated two further trenches which were observed by
Andrew Richardson. The second of these produced amounts of Roman brick and tile.

Laura McLean led the cleaning up and excavation of the trench that had produced the coins and by
the afternoon had located the lower half of a grey pottery vessel in situ. This contained a large
guantity of coins, clearly the undisturbed

portion of the coin hoard and vessel that

had been truncated by the JCB bucket.

Due to security considerations, the

decision was taken to plan and lift the

hoard and pottery vessel immediately, and

this task was completed by late afternoon.

The following day Andrew and Laura

returned along with metal detectorist Gill

Davies and archaeologist Tay Keen to

complete the excavation and planning of

the hoarddés context. It became apparent

that the vessel containing the hoard had

been placed between some upright tiles in

a small pit. The pit cut through the upper

fill of a large ditch. This fill was largely

comprised of stiff orange brickearth derived

from the adjacent topsoil. There were

large quantities of Roman brick and tile in

this deposit; it is not clear whether the upright tiles surrounding the hoard had been deliberately
placed as such, or whether the pit dug to contain the hoard had simply revealed them. The upper
ditch fill sealed a soft brown sandy lower fill that contained large quantities of Roman pottery. The
sloping edge of one side of the ditch was located, indicating that it ran from south-east to north-west,
but there was not sufficient time to locate the base or other side of the ditch. Clearly, however,
Roman activity on the site predated the deposition of the coin hoard.

The coin hoard itself was found to comprise almost 3600 copper alloy coins which had been
contained in a narrow-necked pottery vessel. A preliminary examination suggests that all the coins
were minted between the years 330-348 AD. Issues present include Gloria Excercitus, Urbs Roma
and Constantinopolis types, with the | atest examj
in 347-348 AD. The year 348 saw a major currency reform, with previous issues being demonetized,

and it seems likely that this was the reason for the deposition of the hoard. Interestingly, there seem

to be no contemporary forgeries in the hoard; all the coins appear to be official issues. This,
combined with the apparent lack of coins earlier than 330 AD, suggests that the hoard, rather than
representing someoneds | oose change <collection,
chest. If this is the case, it seems surprising that it could not be exchanged for new coinage as part of

the currency reform. Perhaps its owner did not have it legitimately and thus, unable to exchange it,
decided to conceal it. As potential Treasure, the hoard is now being studied in the Department of
Coins and Medals at the British Museum; the ensuing report should reveal more about this important
find.

Andrew Richardson



